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which for more than a century and a half bound
Canada to Britain? Only the Crown, symbol of the
free union of the countries of the Empire, and the title
of British subject which now shares place with the title
of Canadian citizen. No imperial institution can now
legally exercise any control over the former colony;
neither the sovereign, unless he acts as the sovereign of
Canada, nor the Parliament at Westminster unless to
amend the Act of 1867 on the request of the Parlia-
ment at Ottawa, nor the ministers in London.6 The
very word Dominion lost its reason for existing with
the Statute of Westminster and has not been in general
use since the early months of 1948; and if appeals to
the Privy Council in civil matters are still permitted,
because Canada so wishes it, these will not long be
continued, since a Bill has already been drawn up
which will end such appeals.7

The second Great War revealed to the world, and to

6  Strange though it may appear the provinces have the right to
amend their own constitution except in what concerns the lieutenant-
governor, without the intervention of the Parliament at Westminster.
(Art. 91, Par.   i).    The federal Parliament, on the other hand,
could not, until recently, amend the Act of  1867 except through
the  medium  of  the  Parliament  at  Westminster.     A   Bill   which
received royal  assent  in  December,   1949,  has  transferred  to  the
Canadian Parliament the power to amend the Constitution on most
matters under federal jurisdiction, except education and the use of
both French and English languages.    This amendment to the Act
of   1867   was   approved   by   the   Parliament   at   Westminster   in
December, 194.9.    It is now the task of the federal and provincial
governments to agree on a method of amending the Constitution in
the future.    A first federal-provincial conference has been held in
April, 1950.

7  A Bill adopted by the Canadian Parliament during the fall
session of 1949 and passed by the Parliament at Westminster, makes
the Supreme Court of Canada the court of final appeals for this
country in civil as well as in criminal cases,    (December, 1949.)